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All, (teachers only)  

  

If you have filled out this survey, thank you for your time.  We have had 152 programs fill out the survey if 

you have not please take a few minutes to fill it out. 

  

Here it is the first attempt to collect some data about courses you teach in your program.  Below is the website 

to take this brief 2 question survey.  We are taking baby steps and I am hoping that this type of program can 

be used to collect more valuable data.  We are looking for ONE response from each school.   Please let me 

know if you have questions or comments.   

  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=eTtFd5HpB8Lz5YPmaf43mQ_3d_3d 

 

 

 

Jag Lake FFA Camp Reservations 

Reservations for 2009 Jag Lake dates will open on Monday, October 6, 2009. The procedures for making 

reservations are as follows:  http://dpi.wi.gov/ffa/ffajagdates.html  

 Reservations will be taken beginning Monday, October 6.  

 Reservations are to be called in to Mike Odden, State FFA Office Assistant, at (608) 266-7262 or e-

mailed to: michael.odden@dpi.wi.gov . If leaving a message on voice mail, please indicate the 

following information:  

 FFA Chapter  

 Dates requested  

 Your name  

 A return telephone number  

 Mike will send an e-mail confirmation of your reservation.  

 An invoice and other information will be mailed out. Payment and the signed Contract of Use form 

must be returned within 30 days of the invoice date.  

 Multiple voice mail messages and/or e-mails requesting the same dates will be handled based on the 

date/time the message was left or e-mail sent.  
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 If we do not receive payment within the 30 day period, your reservation dates will be released and 

become available to all chapters.  

Rates and Payment Information 

DPI will send an invoice confirming the time and date of your reservation, your payment deadline, and the 

dates of your reservation. The invoice will be in the amount of your entire stay (either $250 for a 3-day 

reservation or $275 for a 4-day reservation).  

As advisor, you will be responsible for sending your chapter's payment to DPI on or before the payment 

deadline indicated on your invoice. Your chapter's reservation will automatically be released if you do not 

send full payment (either $250 or $275) with a postmark dated on or before the 30-day payment deadline. 

Should you need to cancel your reservation, please keep in mind full refunds will be issued only through 

March 1, 2009. No refunds will be issued after March 1. It is important to be aware of this policy as you plan 

your chapter's schedule for the year. It was established so that cancellations are processed early enough to 

make the dates available for other chapters to reserve well in advance of camping season. We want as many 

chapters as possible to have the opportunity to experience Jag Lake. 

 

 

Wisconsin Environmental Science Information 

The Wisconsin Environmental Science Course Framework that was distributed at the event is available 

online: http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/wcee/envsci/Framework/pdf/ESFramework.pdf. 

 

Check out the activities and suggestions that have been added to the Digital Resource Library: 

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/wcee/envsci/Framework/Overview/index.htm. Just click on a topic to find teaching 

resources. 
 

 

Ag/Science Equivalent Credit Information 

We have officially approved 4 school districts for our first round of the ag/science equivalent credit option.  

We are currently in the process of approving 5 more school districts.   Below is the letter the State 

Superintendent sent to all District Administrators back in August of 2007.  The website to find all the 

information is at http://dpi.wi.gov/ag/asec.html  

 

The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is committed to expanding opportunities for students to meet the 

graduation requirements in § 118.33 Stats. and Chapter PI 18, the High School Graduation Standards.   

 

Chapter PI 18.02 defines “equivalent graduation policy” as “a board policy which meets the credit 

requirements specified (§ 118.33 Stats.) for each subject area, but which permits selected equivalent courses 

as long as such courses contain the time allotment and substantially the same objectives to develop the 

knowledge, concepts, and skills of the course for which an equivalent is proposed.”   

This high school course equivalency option for a district is not new; however, the process for seeking DPI 

approval in the area of agriculture and science course equivalency has been updated. 

 

A relevant question is whether or not an equivalent course meets established university or college entrance 

requirements.  UW System college preparatory entrance requirement states “all University of Wisconsin 

System institutions require new freshmen to have completed a minimum of 17 high school credits.  Thirteen 

of these credits must be core college preparatory from the following areas of study:  four credits of English, 

three credits of mathematics, three credits of natural science, and three credits of social science/history.” DPI 

is working with the University of Wisconsin System to establish an ongoing process for review and 

recognition of DPI approved equivalent courses. 

 

When documenting equivalency credit on a student’s transcript, it is important to note that the original course 

designation does not change; that is, an agriculture course that is approved as equivalent to a science course 

will remain listed on the transcript as an agriculture course.  The district will, however, need to designate the 

agriculture course as being a science equivalent on the student’s transcript.  
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Similarly, the required license for the teacher does not change.  An agriculture course approved as equivalent 

to a science course would have to be taught by a teacher who holds an agriculture license. 

 

Use the following process to seek DPI approval for designating an agriculture course as equivalent to a 

science course: 

 

1. Form a committee of district personnel that includes both agriculture and science educators.  Review 

the knowledge and skills of the agriculture course the district is seeking equivalency for and compare 

this to the knowledge and skills identified in the district science curriculum or program.  To assist 

with this process, DPI has completed a crosswalk document between Wisconsin’s Model Academic 

Standards for Agriculture Education and Wisconsin’s Model Academic Standards for Science.  This 

crosswalk is to be completed during the review process.  DPI has several best practice examples 

available for agriculture courses that are representative of an equivalent agriculture course.  Please 

refer to http://dpi.wi.gov/cte/agprogram.html to find those examples.   

 

2. Request school board approval for the equivalency course.  

 

3. Submit all documentation to DPI using Form PI 1803 - AG.  This documentation is to include dates 

and meeting times, district personnel in attendance, documentation of course content with 

instructional time allocation specified, alignment to the crosswalk from DPI, and documentation of 

course approval by the district’s school board, including the date of board acceptance of the 

equivalent course.   

 

Please feel free to contact Jeff Hicken, Agriculture and Natural Resources Education Consultant 

(jeffrey.hicken@dpi.state.wi.us, 608/267-9255), or Shelley Lee, Science Education Consultant  

(shelley.lee@dpi.state.wi.us, 608/266-3319) if you have any questions.   

 

 

 

State Fair Dairy Promotion Board Scholarships Available 

 

The Wisconsin State Fair Dairy Promotion Board will award three $1,000 scholarships, for use 

during the second semester of the 2009-10 school year, to third- or fourth-year college students 

pursuing dairy-related or food science degrees at one of Wisconsin’s four-year universities. Two 

additional $1,000 scholarships will be made available to high school seniors planning to pursue a 

dairy-related or food science degree at one of Wisconsin’s four-year universities or students 

studying in a two-year, technical school program related to dairy or food science. Applicants will 

be evaluated on involvement and leadership in ag-related activities, scholastic achievement, and 

career objectives. Finalists will be interviewed in mid-April, with the recipients to be announced at 

the 2009 Wisconsin State Fair.    

The application is available at www.wistatefair.com/home/wsfp/AGRICULTURE/dairy.htm. 

For more information, contact Katy Katzman at 262-473-5097 or katzman@idcnet.com. The 

application deadline is April 1, 2009.  

 

Transcripted Credit Opportunity 
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10-468-100 Alternative Energy Overview 2 credits 

In this course, students will investigate the need for renewable energy systems and emerging careers in 

renewable energy.  Students will examine the basic design, function, cost, and other considerations associated 

with various “green” energy systems, including solar photovoltaic, solar thermal, wind, geothermal, and 

biomass.  Students will also explore the production and use of alternative transportation fuels. 

 

For more information contact: 

 

John W. Anderson 

Program Coordinator 

Renewable Energy 

(715) 422-5428 

john.anderson@mstc.edu  

 

or 

 

Lora Schultz 

High School Relations Coordinator 

(715) 422-5521 

lora.schultz@mstc.edu

mailto:john.anderson@mstc.edu
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Teacher Resources 

 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction Agriculture and Natural Resources homepage 

http://dpi.wi.gov/ag/index.html  (still under some construction) 

 

Wisconsin Team Ag Ed http://www.wisconsinteamaged.com/  

 

States Career Clusters  http://www.careerclusters.org/  

 

Partnership for the 21
st
 Century Skills  http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php  

 

UW-Extension Animal Science   http://www.uwex.edu/ces/animalscience/  

 

LEAF K-12 Forestry Education Program  http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/  

 

KEEP-K-12 Energy Education Program  http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/wcee/keep/  

 

 

Web site for Wisconsin Ag Ed vacancies:  http://www.wisconsin.gov/state/app/employment 

 

 

That's all for this week from your DPI Staff: 

Jeff Hicken 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Consultant 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Education 

Department of Public Instruction 

P.O. Box 7841 

Madison, WI 53707-7841 

608-267-9255 

608-267-9275 (fax) 

Jeffrey.hicken@dpi.state.wi.us 

Mike Odden 

Administrative Assistant 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Education 

Department of Public Instruction 

P.O. Box 7841 

Madison, WI 53707-7841 

608-266-7262 

608-267-9275 (fax) 

Michael.odden@dpi.state.wi.us 
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